2Projects, Community and Environment Committee
05 October 2026


 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KNARESBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL’S
PROJECTS, COMMUNITY and ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
HELD AT KNARESBOROUGH HOUSE 
on Monday 05 October 2026 

 
PRESENT:   Chair:	Councillor Pickard
 
 Councillors:         A Bell, M Flood, H Gostlow, K Lacey, 
      
 
Staff Present:	The Deputy Clerk and the Community Projects Officer

Late Arrivals:  	None	Early Departures:  None


26/044	ITEM 1 - To receive Apologies and consider approval of the
                 reasons for inability to attend the meeting.

RESOLVED: That apologies were received and reasons given approved for Councillors Batt, Oakes, Walker and Westmancoat.


26/045      ITEM 2 – To receive declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests
	(not previously declared) on any matters of business and to consider any
                 written requests for dispensation

Councillor Pickard declared a non-pecuniary interest that he is a director of the Visit Knaresborough CIC relating to item 8.4 (iii).

	 
26/046	ITEM 3 - KTC Public Speaking Session - none for this meeting.

26/047      ITEM 4 – To consider and, if thought fit, approve as a correct record,
the Minutes of the Projects, Community and Environment Committee Meeting held on: 

	             4.1 Monday 06 July 2026

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Projects, Community and Environment committee meeting held on Monday 06 July 2026 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


26/048	ITEM 5 - Business Remaining

5.1 To consider the change in funding position to the Boundary Signage Project and decide on a recommendation to the Finance Committee to cover the shortfall

Members discussed and it was

RESOLVED: To agree in principle the design ‘Option B’ with a change of text from ‘please drive carefully’ to ‘historic market town’. 

FURTHER RESOLVED: That this item be referred to the Finance Committee with a recommendation to fund the shortfall.

5.2 To receive and note the report on behalf of the Knaresborough Lions re Bed Race and consider a recommendation to the Finance Committee (if needed) 

RESOLVED: To receive and note

Members requested that Knaresborough Lions be thanked for the Report and reminded that KTC will require further detailed financial and business information (as detailed to them in January). Minute no: 26/092 Finance and General Purposes 19 January refers.

5.3 To receive verbal updates on the following (if any):

· KDC Town Map window project:

Councillor Gostlow to follow up with Chamber at their meeting later this week.

· Cherry Tree Project:

Councillors Gostlow and Westmancoat to follow up with NYC officer as soon as possible

· Youth Council Dog Fouling Campaign

Youth Council are currently working on the CAP project, but they are holding an Environmental Day on 23rd October when this could be considered. 

· The Kiosk at Conyngham Hall – toilet provision

Councillor Pickard confirmed that he had been negotiating with North Yorkshire Council to have gardening equipment moved from the Kiosk which would free up space. He stated that this project will require consideration at budget setting.  Councillor Gostlow mentioned that NYC are supportive of this initiative but it currently forms part of a ‘bigger picture’ project. 


26/049	ITEM 6 – Reports/Information from the Clerk

6.1 To receive and note the latest report from the Community Projects Officer

RESOLVED: To Receive and Note

The Community and Projects Officer requested volunteers for Bright Friday.

It was also noted at this point that a meeting should be scheduled for those members involved in the Castle 900 anniversary. 


26/050   	ITEM 7 - Correspondence 

7.1 To consider the email dated 28 August 2026 referring to the York and North Yorkshire Combined Authority Local Transport Plan Consultation and decide on an agreed response.

This item was deferred until the end of the meeting. 

7.2 To consider the email from North Yorkshire Council re Declaration of Third-Party Attachments and Electrical Connections to North Yorkshire Council Streetlighting Assets and decide on an action plan for completion by the deadline of Friday 13 November 2026

Members discussed this subject at length debating how much of the Declaration of Third Party Attachments actually related to Knaresborough Town Council.

RESOLVED: That the office responds to NYC confirming that a) KTC has two VAS signs which are rotated by KTC using three locations (details to be given) and b) supply NYC with KTC’s Christmas light infrastructure plan. Submission to state that these are the only ‘Third Party Attachments’ KTC are responsible for; other attachments – such as hanging baskets, banners etc are not controlled by KTC. 


26/051      ITEM 8 - Reports from Full Council, Sub-Committees and Working Groups

8.1 Following the resolution made by Full Council on the 14 September 2026 ‘That Knaresborough Town Council supports the nomination of the Commercial Hotel, Knaresborough House and Conyngham Hall in Knaresborough, as Assets of Community Value and endorses the submission of applications to North Yorkshire Council accordingly. Councillors Gostlow, Longhurst and Oakes were nominated to support the presentation and progression of the applications on behalf of the Council’

And the further resolution: That consideration of any other potential assets around the town be referred to the Projects, Community and Environment Committee.

To consider any other potential assets around the town that could be nominated as Assets of Community Value.  

Members considered potential asset opportunities. Councillor Gostlow confirmed that the working group had not yet met due to councillors' holiday commitments. Members agreed that Terms of Reference should be prepared (and brought to Projects and Events committee for approval) to outline how the group would progress this work and that all councillors should be given the opportunity to join the working group. An email would be sent to all councillors accordingly.

RESOLVED: To approve the Asset Transfer Expression of Interest document relating to the Hawthorn Allotments site for submission to NYC.   

8.2 To receive the report from the Working Together for Children and Young People in Knaresborough meeting organised by the Knaresborough Police and Community Liaison Group held on Thursday 10 September 2026

RESOLVED: To receive and note the report from the Working Together For Children and Young People meeting.

8.3 To receive the Knaresborough Town Tour Guide Monthly Records for July and August 2026 

RESOLVED: To Receive and note the Town Tour Guide Monthly Records for July and August. 

8.4 To receive verbal updates from any or all the following and, where necessary:

(i) Castle Area Sub-committee/Castle 900

A meeting of the working group to be arranged

(ii) Climate Change Emergency Sub-committee

Committee due to meet in the near future

(iii) Market Working Group

This is now a Committee.  It was agreed that the weekly Zoom meeting should be changed to a monthly Zoom meeting, but that the Reports from the Town Development Manager continue to be given weekly – by email.

(iv) Commuted Sums Working Group

Councillor Gostlow referred to the information received from the consultation. She stated that another meeting will be required to work through the data and clarify. A phased approach is required and perhaps will require someone to manage the overall scheme.

(v) Stage Working Group

The stage may be moving into Isles Lane later this week in which case the insurance details (re location) will require updating.

(vi) Christmas Lighting

Councillor Pickard informed members that the catenary wires cannot be used this season and that this Christmas is the last one with the current contractor.  Work to go out to tender will need to commence in early January 2027. 

(vii) North Yorkshire – Provision of Speed Cameras

KTC to be included in exploration speed cameras. 

The Chair returned to Item 7.1 

7.1 To consider the email dated 28 August 2026 referring to the York and North Yorkshire Combined Authority Local Transport Plan Consultation and decide on an agreed response.

Councillor Gostlow confirmed that she is happy to collate the information required for onward submission by the office before the deadline.  Councillors to send their key points to Councillor Gostlow.

26/052    ITEM 9 - Information Exchange

· Councillor Bell will be reminding all Chairs of Committees to submit their plans and budget requirements ready for the budget setting in November.

· Councillor Flood mentioned that the recent Renaissance Knaresborough event had been poorly attended.


Meeting closed 9:00 p.m.
   


Signed by the Chair
Councillor: J Pickard
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