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                                                                                                                                                               Full Council
                                                                                                                                                 14 September 2026

MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
OF KNARESBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD AT KNARESBOROUGH HOUSE 
on Monday 14 SEPTEMBER 2026 


PRESENT:    Chair:	The Mayor – Councillor Shan Oakes
 
 Councillors:         J Batt, A Bell, M Flood, H Gostlow, 
K Lacey, M Longhurst, J Pickard and M Walker

Staff Present:	The Clerk and The Deputy Clerk
  
Late Arrivals:      	None       Early Departures:  None


26/302    ITEM 1 – To receive apologies and consider approval of inability to
               attend the meeting:
 
RESOLVED: That the apologies received, together with reasons for absence, from Councillors Davies, Goode and Westmancoat be approved.  


26/303   ITEM 2 – Councillors’ Disclosure of an Interest

	Councillor M Walker
	Item 7.1 – Is an elected member of North Yorkshire Council

	Councillor H Gostlow
	Item 7.1 – Is an elected member of North Yorkshire Council




26/304   ITEM 3 - KTC Public Speaking Session

Members of the Youth Council attended the meeting and provided an update on their forthcoming activities, including a ghost hunt trail and an environment day featuring a community litter pick. They also presented a bollard cover designed by members of the public to promote CAP (Community Alcohol Partnerships). The covers will be placed throughout the town in an effort to help deter underage drinking and reduce alcohol related harm.  The Clerk confirmed that the office could promote the Youth Council’s forthcoming events through its social media channels if the relevant details are provided. 

The Chair of Knaresborough Museum Association attended and spoke in favour of agenda item 9.1 - the motion for KTC to support the nomination of assets of community value. 

The Mayor moved to take Item 9.1 – ‘That KTC supports the nomination of the Commercial Hotel, Knaresborough House and Conyngham Hall as Assets of Community Value and endorses the submission of applications to North Yorkshire Council accordingly’.  

Councillor Gostlow spoke in favour of the motion and explained the rationale behind its submission.  It was proposed and seconded that KTC supports the nomination of the three assets included in the motion and sets up a further meeting to discuss other assets around the town.  

RESOLVED: That Knaresborough Town Council supports the nomination of the Commercial Hotel, Knaresborough House and Conyngham Hall in Knaresborough, as Assets of Community Value and endorses the submission of applications to North Yorkshire Council accordingly. Councillors Gostlow, Longhurst and Oakes were nominated to support the presentation and progression of the applications on behalf of the Council.

FURTHER RESOLVED: That consideration of any other potential assets around the town be referred to the Projects, Community and Environment Committee.  

3a North Yorkshire Councillors to give verbal updating report on unitary authority matters.

Councillor Walker gave members a synopsis of his current case work, which equates to around four queries per day with varying subject matters such as:
  
· Road works in the town – though most have now been completed, with Wetherby Road scheduled for later in the year.  
· Lighting issues, particularly on Abbey Road, 
· Sheltered accommodation - Councillor Walker had visited Collins Court and he also explained that although there are several empty homes in the town, they now require improvements to bring them up to standard.
· Speeding traffic on Ripley Road
· Hedge trimming issues on York Road, Trinity Fields and Boroughbridge Road.
· Waste collection 
· The condition of the castle - NYC is currently developing a policy which will cover usage of the site.  
· Membership management at the leisure centre

Councillor Gostlow spoke about impending changes to the Planning process and highlighted that more power is to be given to the Mayors of combined authorities.  She also referred to the Local Transport Plan, and it was agreed that this would be put forward to a future Projects, Community and Environment meeting for a ‘corporate’ response from Council.


26/305   ITEM 4 - To consider and, if thought fit, approve as a correct record, the Minutes of the Council Meetings held on: 

4.1 Monday 15 June 2026

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the full council meeting held on Monday,15 June 2026 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

4.2 Monday 6 July 2026 (extraordinary)

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on Monday, 6 July 2026 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

4.3 Saturday 29 August 2026 (extraordinary)

Councillor Bell queried why these Minutes did not contain any narrative surrounding specific points he had made in this meeting. The Clerk clarified that Council Minutes, especially those covering a meeting held in confidential session, should contain only the agenda item and the resulting resolution which demonstrates the lawfulness of the vote which has been taken.  However, it was agreed that the specific points to which he was referring would be included on a future Market Committee agenda. 

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on Saturday,
29 August 2026 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


[bookmark: _Hlk24527128]26/306    ITEM 5 - Business Remaining – none for this meeting


26/307    ITEM 6 - Reports/Information from the Clerk

6.1 To receive latest detailed training record

RESOLVED: To receive and note the latest detailed training record.

6.2 To review, adopt and approve the following Policies:

a) Mayoral Allowance

RESOLVED: To approve and adopt the Mayoral Allowance Policy 
 
b) Biodiversity Policy

RESOLVED: To approve and adopt the Biodiversity Policy

c) Tree Management Policy

RESOLVED: To defer this policy to a future meeting

d) Stress Management Policy

RESOLVED: To approve and adopt the Stress Management Policy but also refer it to the Staffing Committee for a review of the occupational health element.

e) Media and Communications Policy (this policy replaces the previous separate social media and communications policies)  

RESOLVED: To approve and adopt the Media and Communications Policy

6.3 To consider the opportunity for Knaresborough Town Council to relocate to new office accommodation on the first floor of Knaresborough House, following the stalling of the proposed move to ground‑floor offices, and in light of the potential increased suitability of the newly available first‑floor space for a growing staff team. Subject to the approval of North Yorkshire Council.  
 
Members noted the opportunity, and Councillor Pickard agreed to liaise with the Estates Team at NYC to obtain further information, including detailed cost estimates and any other relevant details.


26/308   ITEM 7- Correspondence

[bookmark: _Hlk199930710]7.1 To receive the correspondence marked OFFICIAL‑SENSITIVE relating to the KTC vote of no confidence in North Yorkshire Council’s Management of Knaresborough Services and Assets.  To consider correspondence received from North Yorkshire Council, classified as OFFICIAL‑SENSITIVE. (The document has been provided to Members under restricted circulation and is exempt from publication under Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972).

RESOLVED: To invite the Chief Executive and the Leader of North Yorkshire Council to a meeting with KTC Councillors.

7.2 To consider the completion of an Expression of Interest (EOI) form to submit to North Yorkshire Council regarding the potential transfer of the Hawthorn Allotment site to KTC.  If approved, Councillors to be nominated to support the preparation and progression of the EOI on behalf of the Council.

RESOLVED: To complete the Expression of Interest form and submit to NYC regarding the potential transfer of the Hawthorn Allotment site to KTC. Councillor Gostlow was nominated to support the preparation and progression on behalf of the Council.  

26/309 ITEM 8 - Reports from Committees and Working Groups

8.1 To Receive and Note the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on Monday 29 June and Monday 27 July 2026 (see website for details).

RESOLVED: To Receive and Note the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on Monday 29 June and Monday 27 July.

8.2 To Receive and Note the Minutes of the Projects, Community and Environment Committee meeting held on Monday 6 July (draft)

RESOLVED: To Receive and Note the draft minutes of the Projects, Community and Environment Committee meeting held on Monday 6 July.  

8.3 To Receive and Note the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on Monday 20 July (draft)

RESOLVED: To Receive and Note the draft Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on Monday 20 July. 


26/310   ITEM 9 - Motions from Council Members 

9.1 Cllr H Gostlow (Cllr M Longhurst 2nd)

“That Knaresborough Town Council supports the nomination of the Commercial Hotel, Knaresborough House and Conyngham Hall in Knaresborough, as Assets of Community Value and endorses the submission of applications to North Yorkshire Council accordingly.
If agreed, Councillors be nominated to support the preparation and progression of the applications on behalf of the Council” (ca)

See 26/304 above.

26/311   ITEM 10 - Information Exchange

· Councillor Longhurst mentioned that two of the Mayor’s Town Guides will be undertaking training to achieve Blue Badge status.

· Councillor Pickard announced that there should be 40 stalls at this week’s market.

· Councillor Flood mentioned that Renaissance Knaresborough are holding a 20th anniversary celebration at COGS on Saturday 26th September 10 – 4 p.m.  

· Councillor Walker informed members that Viaduct Terrace will be discussed at Area Committee on 24 September and should be streamed online. 

· Councillor Bell asked members, and particularly Committee Chairs, to be aware that budget discussions will begin shortly and to consider formulating their ideas/plans for budget requirements covering a three year budget outlook. 

· Councillor Oakes informed members that she is holding a ‘civic event’ on Saturday 21st November at King James’s School.  She outlined brief details and noted that all would be welcome.
  
					Meeting closed at: 8.55 p.m.        
Signed by the Mayor:                                                                                            
Councillor S Oakes

