KNARESBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL (KTC)

A Pulman Knaresborough House
Clerk of the Council Knaresborough

North Yorkshire

HG5 OHW

Tel: (01423) 864080

E-mail: clerk@knaresboroughtowncouncil.gov.uk

08 December 2025

To:  The Town Mayor and Members of Knaresborough Town Council

Dear Councillors:

| hereby summon you to the ordinary meeting of KNARESBOROUGH TOWN
COUNCIL to be held in the Chamber, Knaresborough House on:

Monday 15 December 2025

7:00pm

Please see the Agenda for the meeting below:

Yours faithfully
A Pulmawy

A Pulman
Clerk of the Council

Any queries regarding this agenda should be addressed to the Clerk at
clerk@knaresboroughtowncouncil.gov.uk




COUNCIL AGENDA — Monday 15 December 2025

1. To receive Apologies and consider approval of the reasons for inability to
attend the meeting.

2. To receive declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest (not previously
declared) on any matters of business and to consider any written requests for
dispensation.

3. KTC Public Speaking Session

Any member of the public who wishes to speak about an item on this agenda, or any
topic they wish to bring to council’s attention, does not need to give notice but priority
will be given to those who have given prior notice to the Clerk — please see contact
details on the front of this agenda.

3a North Yorkshire Councillors to give verbal updating report on unitary authority
matters.

4. To consider and, if thought fit, approve as a correct record, the Minutes of the
Council Meetings held on:

4.1 Monday 17 November 2025 (ca)

5. Business Remaining — none for this meeting

6. Reports/Information from the Clerk - none for this meeting

7. Correspondence

7.1 To consider how Town Council may wish to engage with Knaresborough and
District's Community Wealth Building Project (following presentation given on 17
November 2025)

7.2 To consider Town Council’'s response to the information presented by
representatives from Network Rail in relation to the risks at the Frogmire Lane level
crossing (emailed to all members 18/11/2025)

7.3 To consider a motion put forward by Councillor H Westmancoat on behalf of the
Town Guides regarding a film location tour (ca)

7.4 To consider the email from Councillor Gostlow re a winter gritting partnership
(ca)
8. Reports from Committees and Working Groups

8.1 To Receive a verbal update from the Market Working Group.



8.2 To Receive and note the Knaresborough Town Guides Monthly record for
November (ca)

9. Information Exchange

Note: Members of the public and press are invited to attend the meeting as observers. Only
Town Councillors are entitled to vote. A list of Councillors is available on the website or
notice board at Knaresborough House. Agenda papers may be viewed on the website or
purchased at the Town Clerk’s office.

A copy of the agenda in larger print is available
on request.

Following the Local Government Audit and Accountability Act 2014 the right to record, film
and to broadcast meetings of the Council, Committees and Sub Committees is established
but anyone wishing to do so should advise the Clerk or Chair of the Council to ensure
compliance with KTC's adopted policy to effectively and lawfully manage this activity.

Emergency Procedures for Meetings — Fire
Details on fire evacuation procedures are displayed in the Council Chamber. Members and
visitors are to familiarise themselves with these and the location of fire exits, in the building.
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF KNARESBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT KNARESBOROUGH HOUSE
on Monday 17 November 2025

PRESENT: Chair: The Mayor — Councillor Helen Westmancoat
Councillors: A Bell, J Batt, M Flood, D Goode, H Gostlow,
K Lacey, M Longhurst, S Oakes, J Pickard
and M Walker
Staff Present:  The Clerk and Deputy Clerk

Also Present: Two representatives from Knaresborough Chamber
and a representative from The Stray Ferret

Late Arrivals: None Early Departures: None

25/247 ITEM 1 - To receive apologies and consider approval of inability to
attend the meeting:

To receive apologies and approve reasons for inability to attend the meeting from
Councillor K Davies.

25/248 ITEM 2 — Councillors’ Disclosure of an Interest

None for this meeting

25/249 ITEM 3 - KTC Public Speaking Session

Two members of Knaresborough Chamber attended the meeting to outline the North
Yorkshire Council (NYC) Community Wealth Building Project which aims to engage
medium to large sized businesses in the wider Knaresborough area who may have the
potential to contribute to the socio economic and environmental assets of the District.
Further information to be distributed and the item will be included on a future full council
agenda.

3a North Yorkshire Councillors to give verbal updating report on unitary authority matters.
Councillor Gostlow:

» Councillor Gostlow informed members that NYC member budget seminars are
being held ahead of NYC'’s full council budget meeting in February 2026.
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» There have been issues with the new NYC planning portal as the public access
area transitions to a new system.

» There are also issues surrounding Planning Enforcements which are being
addressed at NYC Area Committee level.

» NYC is looking to formulate a policy on the future of public toilets and Councillor
Gostlow would be interested to hear other KTC members’ views about toilets in the
town. (Councillor Batt pointed out that the toilets in the castle grounds are part of
the Duchy of Lancaster estate and do not belong to NYC).

Councillor Walker:

> Councillor Walker referred to a meeting with NYC Highways to discuss drains in the
town, where 30 drains have been found to require some remedial work. He asked
members to inform either himself or Councillor Gostlow if they are aware of any
specific problems.
Highways also confirmed they will be undertaking some work to update the NYC
online portal.
A schedule for leaf clearing has been received and a gritting schedule circulated.

> Some residents are still experiencing problems with waste collection, particularly
assisted collections. The NYC system has now been updated but if members are
aware of any further problems they should contact Councillors Walker or Gostlow.

25/250 ITEM 4 - To consider and, if thought fit, approve as a correct record, the
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on:

4.1 Monday 15 September 2025

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 15 September 2025 be
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

25/251 ITEM 5 - Business Remaining - None for this meeting.

25/252 ITEM 6 — Reports/information from the Clerk

6.1 To consider the advised amendments to the NYC commuted sums mapping for King
George V field as discussed with the KTC commuted sums working group.

Councillor Gostlow explained the rationale for the suggested mapping amendments and
members discussed these along with the broader perspective on the field’'s use.

RESOLVED: That KTC supports the proposed merger of the 4 OSF ID’s into a single
entity for investment across the whole of the King George V field, and as a follow up to the
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development of the project, KTC revisits the existing contract currently in use for the hire of
the field.

6.2 To consider a request from the Clerk to receive payment for a proportion of the time in
lieu built up over recent months as there has been no opportunity to take time off.

The Clerk explained the reasons for the request, and it was:

RESOLVED: That KTC supports the Clerk’s request for a proportion of payment in lieu as
discussed and very much appreciate all her hard work.

6.3 To consider staffing requirements specifically related to the Wednesday Market and
decide next steps to be taken (awaiting information from NYC at time of print).

RESOLVED: That in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted re
ITEM 6.3 pertaining to staffing, the item be dealt with in private session and, subject to the
provisions of Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as
amended), the meeting be not open to members of the public.

RESOLVED: That for the purposes of budget planning for the financial year 2026/2027,
KTC considers appointing two new roles, a Town Manager and an Administrative resource
to support the day to day management of the market on Wednesdays.

Staffing Committee to take this forward.
RESOLVED: To come out of confidential session

6.4 To consider the 6-month financial position and agree the budget to inform the precept
request for 2026/27.

The Clerk explained the rationale behind the figures in the budget spread sheet which had
been circulated and informed members that she had kept any data relating to the potential
operation of the market as a separate entity. She also explained that this budget reflected
preparation for costs which the Town Council has not encountered previously.

RESOLVED: That based on the budget set for 2026/2027 (copy spread sheet attached)
KTC submits a precept request to North Yorkshire Council for £280,351.

6.5 To consider the KTC office making appropriate arrangements to open a separate KTC
bank account to service the Market.

RESOLVED: That the KTC office makes appropriate arrangements to open a separate
KTC bank account to service the Market.

25/253 — ITEM 7 — Correspondence

7.1 To consider the email from NYC Parish Liaison re Electric Vehicle Charging
Infrastructure Programmes.
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RESOLVED: That the email is passed to the Climate Emergency Group for follow up.

7.2 To consider the grant request from 1st Knaresborough (Castle) Scout Group for
funding towards replacement fire doors. (This request missed the Finance meeting due to
a delay beyond the groups control, and they have asked Council if it would make an
exception).

Members discussed the grant application, and it was proposed and seconded that KTC
award a grant of £700 towards this project.

A second proposal was made and seconded that KTC award the full amount of the grant.

RESOLVED: That KTC awards £700 to 15t Knaresborough (Castle) Scout Group for
funding towards replacement fire doors.

The second proposal therefore fell.

7.3 To consider the request for permission to proceed with the installation of a borehole at
the Jubilee allotment site following the allotment committee’s successful national lottery
grant application.

RESOLVED: That KTC, as landowner, gives permission for the Jubilee allotment

committee to install a borehole at the Jubilee allotment site.

25/254 - ITEM 8 - Reports from Committees and Working Groups

8.1 To Receive and note the minutes of the KTC Planning Committee meetings held on 6
October, 21 October and 3 November 2025 (draft).

RESOLVED: To receive and note the minutes of the KTC Planning Committee meetings
held on 6 October, 21 October and 3 November 2025 (draft).

8.2 To Receive and note the minutes of the Projects, Community and Environment
Committee meeting held on 6 October 2025 (draft).

RESOLVED: To Receive and note the minutes of the Projects, Community and
Environment Committee meeting held on 6 October 2025

8.3 To Receive and note the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee
meeting held on 20 October 2025 (draft).

RESOLVED: To Receive and note the draft minutes of the Finance and General Purposes
Committee meeting held on 20 October 2025

8.4 To receive and note the minutes of the Staffing Committee meeting held on 29
September 2025 (draft).
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RESOLVED: To receive and note the draft minutes of the Staffing Committee meeting
held on 29 September 2025

8.5 To receive the latest Mayor of Knaresborough’s Tour Guide monthly record and note
that the Tour Guides will be representing KTC at this year's Christmas Tree Festival held
at the Church of St John the Baptist.

RESOLVED: To receive the latest Mayor of Knaresborough’s Tour Guide monthly record
and note that the Tour Guides will be representing KTC at this year’'s Christmas Tree
Festival held at the Church of St John the Baptist.

25/255 |ITEM 9 — INFORMATION EXCHANGE

>

Councillor Bell informed members about a meeting with Network Rail which he had
attended, together with the Clerk and some other Councillors, at the level crossing
at Frogmire Lane. He briefly explained the concerns discussed and noted that this
will be an agenda item at the next full council meeting.

Councillor Longhurst mentioned an Institute of Tourist Guides event held in
Bradford earlier in the week where the mayor and two of the tour guides had been
invited to attend to ‘put across the town council’s experience’ of being involved with
the scheme.

Councillor Oakes mentioned that Zero Carbon Harrogate are looking for more sites.

The Mayor also referred to the Institute of Tourist Guides event and mentioned that
she had been speaking with Chair of the Visit England Advisory Board about
planting Japanese cherry trees. Members to contact the Mayor if they have any
suggestions of suitable locations.

The Clerk asked for guidance on a meeting which Council has requested with NYC
Highways seeking clarification for the content of that meeting.

Meeting closed at: 9.05 p.m.

Signed by the Mayor:

Councillor H Westmancoat
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Knaresborough

Town Council

NOTICE OF MOTION TO COUNCIL

AGENDA ITEM AGENDA DATE T/ Dec 25
Title of The Council agrees to support the move for the Mayor of Knaresborough’s Town Guides to
Motion create a new film and TV programme tour of Knaresborough, to encourage visitors to come to
Knaresborough and benefit local businesses.

Proposed Helen Westmancoat
by
Seconded Hannah Gostlow
by (If
possible at
time of
submission)
Detailed
background Required Outcome
including 1. Promote our town to new visitors and residents and support our local economy.
il 2. To build on Knaresborough’s exposure in films and programmes, notably in the recent
financial production of ‘Tinsel Town’ by providing an additional attraction for tourists.
implications
(provided Desired Qutcome
by the _ _
proposer) 1. To provide more work for our enthusiastic volunteers.

2. To build on the ‘Coach Meet and Greet’ project by offering a new themed visit to the

town.
Practicalities
1. The guides will work together to produce the new tour with no costs envisaged.
2. The present budget for the Town Guides should cover any promotional materials, but a
small additional amount may be needed if insufficient.

Additional
Background
(provided

by the



Proper
Officer) if
appropriate

Financial O—. rnerbhconeA \Dcp\é_;\\r\ =\ =\ amocn =F
implications '_‘Kzuz/\cil I_,\ﬁ neco— _PQ, P(Omo\% =Tal

(anticipated ‘ .
by the Q\,%O nec—il W QGC\,OI A S @Q QN\_)\Op‘fC/\ O%‘Q‘CQS&
Proper -—\’\‘Me'aQ = ==

Officer)

Legal Lo e\ Poxes J_ N\ <= o oA VAT =iy
implications Do Q <

(comment

by the

Proper

Officer)

Proposer must complete all points in Blue. Clerk or Deputy Clerk to complete points in Black.



/o

cIerk@knaresboroughtowncouncil.gov.uk

From: Hannah Gostlow <hannah.gostlow@knaresboroughtowncouncil.gov.uk>
Sent: 20 November 2025 14:55

To: Knaresborough

Subject: KTC Agenda ltem - Winter Gritting

Hi Angela,

May | ask if we could put a potential Community Gritting Partnership on the next agenda for Full
Council or our Projects & Events Committee?

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/winter-service/community-gritting-
partnerships

To discuss whether we would like to pursue this, potentially working in partnership with other local
organisations.

Best wishes,

Hannah



KNARESBOROUGH TOWN TOUR GUIDES - MONTHLY RECORD FOR 2025

DAT NT NAME DETAILS & Nos.
Nov

NOV-1 Helen Sanderson & Andy Grinter Sat. tour- 8
NOV-5 Alex Bird & Gerry Fitzmaurice Wed. Tour; 10
NOV-6 Neil Muffitt & Alison Sykes ( Blue Badge tour) Thur. Tour-9
NOV-8 Beverley Filippi & Margy Longhurst Sat. Tour-0
NOV.12 Alison Sykes & Gerry Fitzgerald Wed. Tour-9
NOV-13 Beverley Filippi (Scout group) Frid.Tour- 12
NOV-15 Ann Richards Sat. Tour-2
NOV -19 Beverley Wed. Tour-4
NOV 20 Jill Cutter & Beverley Filippi (WI group) Thur Tour-18
NOV-22 Jill Cutter & Helen Sanderson Sat Tour-0
NOV-26 Ann Richards & Jill Cutter Wed. Tour-7
NOV-29 Alison Sykes & Neil Muffitt Sat Tour-2
TOTAL number 42

TOTAL NUMBER for all walks provided: 81

Details of each individual No. of weekday tours:

ML 1 AB 1 GF 2 AS 2
HS 2 NM 1 AR 2
JC 2 BF 2 AG 1

Total input for the month incorporating the additional activities and events. The availability
of each guide varied due to holidays and other commitments but demonstrates the actual
time and engagement for the month.

ML 3 AB 2 GF 2 AS 4
HS 2 NM 3 AR 2

JC 3 BF 3 AG 2



The arrival of colder weather has had an impact on the numbers turning up for the tours
which is to be expected, but it is encouraging to see interest is very much there as well as

requests for special tours. We will continue to monitor the situation and capacity of the
volunteers.

Again, we have welcomed both residents and visitors to the town including some from
America. The showing of the film “Tinsel Town” is planned for 5" December and it will be
interesting to see how this might affect visitor numbers, and interest in the tours.

Special note of congratulations to Sarah on her recent Fellowship appointment for her
dedicated service- we are proud of her and delighted that her contributions have been
recognised.

November saw several additional activities and participation opportunities for the Tour
Guides including:

a) Yorkshire Blue Badge AGM- Lunch and tours with the Yorkshire Blue Badge guides
were well received and provided renewal of acquaintances for some of the Blue
Badge guides with the Knaresborough Town Guides, who they had been mentors for.
Special thanks to Neil and Alison for doing the formal tour, and to Alex & Andy for the
virtual tour for one member. Favourable comments were received including the
following.

“The 2 guides, Alex & Andy, were fantatstic and told such wonderful stories and
painted such a picture of Knaresborough. It was very kind of them and much
appreciated”.

“A TOP-NOTCH?” Tour by Alison and Neil

b) ITG National AGM at Bradford- Again a wonderful showcase of the Mayor of
Knaresborough’s Guided Tours, with a splendid presentation by Margy, and Question
and Answer sesssion with Alison and Neil which demonstrated both the success of
the scheme, and the enthusiam and commitment of the Tour Guides. We were also
supported on the day by the current Mayor of Knaresborough.

c) Scout group- At very short notice, Beverley rose to the request to take a group of
local scouts on a tour on a very windy and damp Friday night! Despite the weather,
12 young people turned up, and another successful event was delivered. As Beverley
also got blessed with the coldest Wednesday tour as well in Novemeber, special
thanks and recommendation of the month!!

d) WI group- Jill and Beverley provided a special tour for a local Wi group and with
everyone complete with hats, gloves and scarves, a very enjoyable walk took place
with 18 appreciative ladies. Trip Advisor entry noted.

18 of us enjoyed a very entertaining tour of Knaresborough led by Jill and Bevereley.
It left many of the group determined to revisit the town and explore more.

” Another TRIP ADVISOR comment received for the 30 November tour from local
residents: “| had a lovely time with my guides Neil & Alison - very welcoming and
informative. There is so much to find out about the history of Knaresborough- it was
fascinating, Thank You”.



e) 19" November- Andy organised another useful link and session with Freya Cox from
BBC Radio York, when she interviewed Dr. Chris Maunder at the Chapel of Our Lady
of the Crag, as part of the popular “Hidden Yorkshire” series. Thanks to Margy for
arranging and organising the opening of the venue, and liaising with the key
presenter.The Tour Guides were once again instrumental in helping to promote and
publicise Kanresborough in this way, and have paved the way for future episodes,
including one potentially on King John and his visits to Knaresborough in the ealry
13" century.

f) Christmas Tree entry- A successful application was made for the Tour Guides to
have a tree at the Christmas Tree Festival in St. John’s Church. Thanks to Alex,
Alsion and Hannah for leading on this, and our entry should hopefully raise the profile
and awareness of the weekly tours to a very large audience visiting the festival in
December.

g) Coach companies- Neil and Margy have continued to make good contacts and

progress with 4 coach companies, and we look forward to seeing how this offer
develops in 2026.
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