Knaresborough Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2026

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Knaresborough Town Council for the year ended

31 March 2026 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s

certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any locat

government elector of the area of Knaresborough Town Council on
application to:
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3. Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on

payment of £ 4% (c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.
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Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: (e)

Notes

This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3 of
the AGAR must be published by 30
September. This must include
publication on the smaller
authority's website. The smaller
authority must decide how long to
publish the Notice for; the AGAR and
externat auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a) Insertthe name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

{b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

{c) Insertareasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the hotice

{e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025126

We acknowledge as the members oft

Knaresbarough Town Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal contrel, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of cur knowledge and beief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

1. We have put in place arrangerents for efflective Snancial
management during the yeas, and for the prepatation of
the accounting statements.

1 prepared ity acoounting statements in accardence
% with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
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inchuding measures designed to prevent and detect fraucd
and coreuption and reviewed is effeciveness,
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sigrificant financial effect an the atility of this
suthority o conduct its business ermanage: its
finanges.

i

4. We provided proper apgartunity during the year for
the exercise of slectors’ rights in accardance with the:
tequirements of the Accounts and Sudit Reguiaticas.
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| bas anly done what It bas the lagef power to da and bas

} complied with Proper Practices i deing se.

during the year gave alf persons interestad the epportundy to
| inspect and ask questions about this authority's acoounts:

3. We carvied aut ar assessment of the rishs facing this
autheriky and took appropsiate steps to marage thase
risks, incuding the: inlroduction of internal controls andfar
external insurance: cover where required.
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ianted the fhancial and other disks it

& We maintained throughout the year an adequale and
effective system: of intarmal sudit of the: accounting
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T. We ook aporopriate action on alf matters raised
in raports o intemal and externat audt.

BN arranged for & campatent person, independant of the Francist
| intemal cantrals meet the needs af this smailer autharity.

controls and praceduras, to give an chjpctive view an whether

responded to mattars braught to ifs atfention by internat and

8. We considered whether any litgation, lisbilittes or
commitments, events or ransactions, accurring eithec
during or after the yearend, have a financial inpact on

this autharty and, where appropeiste, have included thees | )

% (For Incal councils only) Trust funds including
chasitable. i our capacity as the sole managing
queaccauntabllity
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4@ We have put i place arrangements for the: effective (F
and data aragesmant in accardance with proper
practices dusing the year under raview.

Goclosad evarytiing i Should have abadt its businass achaty |
end if relovant.

has mat all of its respoosibilities whers, as a body
carporate, itis & sefie managing: trustee of & lncal
trust arr trusts.,

has made suitable arrangaements farits IT and data:
management and has compliad with proper practices it
doing 0.
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Governance Statement.

This Ancwal Govaermance Statement was approved ata

Signed by the Chair and Clark of the meeting where

meseting of the authority onc approval was given:
15 [0l 2021
and recorded as minute reference: Chair
Aol azga b Cletk M\AW

www . knaresboroughtowncouncil.gov.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Knaresborough Town Council

L R

271,203

Total balances and raserves at the beginning of the year
to Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+} Precept or Rates and
Levies

. 72180)

237,867

ES Total amount of precept (or for DBS rales and levies)
received or receivable i the year. Exclude any granis
raceived.

3. {+) Total other receipts T ' ’
o 7ee25|

20534

| Totat incame or receipts as recarded iin the cashbook lass
the pragept or ralesflevies received (line 2}. nclude any

2. () Stafcasts e
0195

- 101,800

Tatat expenditure ar paynents made to and an behalf
efaﬁﬁempfayae&kz%g&mmat@m

% {-) Laan interasticapital
repayments

o o

Tatat expenditure ar peyments of capital and intarest
made during the year on the authonly's barrowings (i any).

5 QAlgtherpaymens | 1
- 129208|

146,196

Totat expenditure or peyments as recarded i the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4} and loan interest/capital

281,608

Totat balances and reserves at the end of the year.
mist equal (1+2+3) - (d+5+6)

271,203}

281,608

The sum of aff current and depasit bank accaunts; cash
hokdings and short term investmants held as at 3t Marcly —
To agree with bank reconcilation

- 963,360|

-1 The value of alf the property the authority owas — it is mede
up of alt ks fixed assets and long term investments as at
1 31 March.

o

The cufstanding capital bafance as at 3t March of alf loans

| For Local Councd

11 Do the fgures in the
accounting  statements  above
exclude any trust transactions?

. §For guidance refer to the Practitioners’ Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements in this Apnual Govemance and Accountahility
Relum: have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure hasis following the: guidance in
Govemance and Accountahifity for Smaller Authorties — a
Practitioners” Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this autherity.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presanted to the authotity for approvak

N
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I confirm that these Accounting Statements were:
approved by this authority on this date:

i5/66/ 2020

as recorded in minute reference:
26 18 &S
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Section 3 —~ External Audifor's Report and Certificate 2025/28

In respect of Knareshorough Town Council -~ NY0336

1 Respeciive responsibiliies of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — htps:/hwww nao org.ukicode-sudit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound

system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2028; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External audiior's limited assurance opinion 2025/26

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

information has come to our attention from the internal auditor highlighting the fact that the smaller authority has not been fully compliant
with policies in the Practitioners Guide, refating to IT and Cybersecurity. Section 1, Assertion 10 has been incorrectly completed. This is
consistent with the Internal Auditor’s response to Internal Control Objective O.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

In the completion of the Annual Internal Audit Report, and their detailed report, the internal auditor has drawn attention to weaknesses and
provided recommendations in relation to risk assessments, budget allocations, asset registers, publication of documents and the Reserves
Policy. The smaller authority must ensure that action is taken to address these areas of weakness in a timely manner.

3 External audior cerlificate 2025/26
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability

Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2026.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature Pt B ] o [ I Date 08/09/2026
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